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Good Afternoon Hawthorne Families. 

 

I hope this letter finds you and your families safe, healthy, and doing well. I’m reaching out this 

afternoon to update our school community on a number of important items.  

 

I’m sure by now most of you are aware that last Thursday Governor Murphy indicated that the 

school closure will continue for at least another four weeks, until Friday, May 15th. At that time 

a decision will be made by the Governor as to whether the closure will continue beyond May 

15th.    

 

In light of this most recent decision, the district has posted the next two weeks of instruction 

beginning on Monday, April 20th and continuing through Friday, May 1st. Also beginning this 

week, all teachers will begin meeting virtually with their students at least once during each 

instructional week. We feel it’s important for teachers to connect with their students to check in, 

say hello, and ensure that students are keeping up with assigned work. Instruction for weeks 7 and 

8 (May 4th through May 15th) will be posted prior to Monday, May 4th.  

 

Also, as was shared in a previous letter, last Friday, April 17th we held our first Independent 

Learning Day for all students. This day is intended for students to complete long-term 

assignments, catch up on missing or incomplete assignments, or engage in independent activities 

on learning platforms. On these Independent Learning Days, students are still required to sign 

into school using the remote attendance link on the district webpage. This new structure will also 

benefit teachers as they will be provided time on these Independent Learning Days to collaborate 

with colleagues, grade completed work, and plan for the upcoming week.  Teachers may request 

to check in with students or families regarding missing work or related material on these 

days. However, the emphasis is that no new instruction or assignments will be given on these 

Independent Learning Days. 

 

To assist on Independent Learning Days, we have recently posted Additional Activities for 

Independent Learning on our website as well as the activities shared during Spring Break. These 

activities are available for any students who have completed all of their assigned work and are 

looking for additional / fun activities to participate in.   

 

On the next page, please find a host of important updates and information for students and 

parents. 

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/district_health_related_preparedness_plan
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16kVFWzYj5wgHC2k32wZyju5ivdIBnHCfUDqXVg1JTdc/edit?ts=5e990918#heading=h.cbo0m5hzgd10
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16kVFWzYj5wgHC2k32wZyju5ivdIBnHCfUDqXVg1JTdc/edit?ts=5e990918#heading=h.cbo0m5hzgd10
https://sites.google.com/view/itisspringbreaknowwhat/home


Food Services and Chromebooks 

We continue to provide breakfast and lunch service for eligible families. Breakfast and lunch are 

available each week on Monday’s and Thursday’s from 10:30 am – 12:00 pm. Please remember 

to use the rear entrance (Bamford Avenue entrance) at Hawthorne High School. Also, anyone 

who feels they may be eligible for free meals please click on this link or stop by Hawthorne High 

School on Monday’s or Thursday’s to pick up an application. All applications submitted will be 

processed immediately by our staff who are working remotely.  

 

In regard to our available district technology, we are happy to report that we have provided 

almost 500 chromebooks to our Hawthorne students. We will continue to make chromebooks 

available on Monday’s between the hours of 8:30 am and 12:30 pm and Thursday’s between the 

hours of 10:00 am and 12:30 pm. If you are still in need of a chromebook, simply come to HHS 

at the assigned times to pick one up. Any technical issues should be reported to your school 

Principal and someone will contact you to assist.  

 

3rd and 4th Marking Period Grades  

3rd Marking Period Report Cards were posted on the parent portal on Friday, April 17th. For the 

3rd marking period teachers used grading procedures previously established with students and 

shared with parents for report card grades up to and including March 13th. All schoolwork 

completed and graded during the first three weeks of the school closure were used to increase a 

student’s final average only. Due to numerous concerns, including lack of devices and 

connectivity, assignments not completed during the first three weeks of the closure did not 

negatively impact a students grades. 

 

The 4th Marking Period began on Monday, April 13th and we are finalizing plans for 4th marking 

period grades and report cards. We will communicate more information regarding grades for the 

4th marking in the coming week. As always, we encourage parents to reach out to your child’s 

teacher or building administrator with any questions or concerns. 

 

Guidance Department Updates 

As this closure continues, it grows ever more important to make sure our students mental health 

is a being addressed. We refer you to the website and the information shared by our guidance 

department as to the services and resources available to make sure our kids cope with this 

extended closure. Below, please find resources provided by Ms. Wegert and the district’s 

Guidance Department. These resources are also available on our district website.  

 

Please click on the links below to view these resources:  

Talking to Children about COVID-19: A Parent Resource 

An Important Message from the Hawthorne Guidance Department  

Guidance Update and Community Resources 

Online Series for Families  

 

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Our%20District/Free%20and%20Reduced%20Applications/19%2020%20%20FREE%20AND%20REDUCED%20LUNCH%20APPLICATION.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/district_health_related_preparedness_plan
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/172EPl7heIotF_bSpl-pnBcPC8vDeLkkg
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/A%20Guide%20to%20Remote%20Learning%20from%20the%20Hawthorne%20Guidance%20Department.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/Hawthorne%20Guidance%20Services%20Community%20Resources.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/Online%20Series%20for%20Families.pdf


AP Testing at HHS  

College Board has informed school districts that AP Exams will be completed remotely and they 

have posted important information on the college board website. Ms. Wegert also recently 

generated a letter with a summary of important information which can be found here.  

 

Upcoming Virtual Events at HHS  

The Hawthorne Public School district is excited to begin offering virtual events for students and 

families. To view these virtual events via our youtube page, please visit our Virtual Event 

webpage.  We will continue to evaluate events scheduled for late April and early May and make 

decisions regarding these events. Although we don’t have answers as to how we will handle all 

events at this time, please know that we will consider all options and do our best to make these 

events special for our students. As always, they are our number one priority. 

 

Social Media Links 

Please visit our Hawthorne Public School social media sites to stay informed. We have and will 

continue to post updates and other important information on these sites.  

HPS’s Facebook  

HPS’s Twitter  

HPS’s Instagram 

 

In closing, I would like to once again thank all of our first responders and health care 

professionals. These people are on the front lines everyday and are the true heroes. We all 

appreciate the work you are doing here in Hawthorne and throughout New Jersey to provide life-

saving care to those who are sick or suffering from this virus. From the bottom of our hearts, 

Thank you! 

 

As a school district, we will continue to share updates with our Hawthorne Community and will 

post any and all communications to the District Health Related Preparedness Plan on our 

website. We thank you for your continued support of our schools, particularly during this crisis. 

As we’ve stated previously, we are here to support our families during these challenging and 

stressful times so don’t hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher, building administrator or my 

office with any questions. Remember, we will get through this together as we are 

HAWTHORNE STRONG! 

 

Be well everyone and have a great week!  

Go Bears!  

 
Richard A. Spirito 

 

https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/?fbclid=IwAR3oqGOaz_2rAR-NSEl5GC84AIiK5mn6ixO2Oa8QB59n6ATf8cox8WX6YVA
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/2020%20Updates%20to%20AP%20Testing.pdf
https://hhs.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/our_school/upcoming_hawthorne_high_school_virtual_events
https://hhs.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/our_school/upcoming_hawthorne_high_school_virtual_events
https://www.facebook.com/Hawthorne-Public-Schools-427445860631283/
https://twitter.com/rspirito11
https://www.instagram.com/hawthornepublicschools/
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/district_health_related_preparedness_plan
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